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5 MADE IN 
" REBUILDING 
THE COLLEGE OF EDINBURGH, 


IS EXTRACTED FROM THE 


MEDICAL COMMENTARIES 


FOR THE YEAR 1790. 
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IN our laſt volume, we gave ſome account 
of a moſt important undertaking which was 
begun at Edinburgh; the rebuilding of the 
College. We had, at that time, ſingular ſatiſ- 
faction in being able to mention, that the foun- 
dation-ſtone of this new building was actually 
laid on the 16th of November 1789: and it 
now affords us no leſs pleaſure to be able to 
inform our readers, that the progreſs made in 
this undertaking is already very conſiderable. 
The walls on the eaſt and north ſides of the 
intended ſquare, are already raiſed to a con- 


ſiderable height. But the greateſt progreſs 
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is made at the north-weſt corner, which is in- 
tended for the new Anatomical Theatre. The 
foundation- ſtone of this part of the building 
was laid on the 31ſt of March laſt; and a 
bottle, hermetically ſealed, containing the fol- 
lowing inſcription, was depoſited under the 
foundation-ſtone by Dr Monro. | 


THEATRUM HOCCE ANATOMICUM, 
CONDITUM EST ANNO ZR. CHRIST. M.DCC.XC. 
DIE M. MARTII 31MO, 

CONSULE 'THOMA ELDER, 
ARCHITECTO RoBERrTO ADAM, 
MEDICINE ANATOMIZ ET CHIRURGIZ PROFESSORE, 
ALEXANDRO Moxko, M. b. 


ALEXANDRI FILIO. 


Ab anno 1720 ad annum 1790, Anatomiæ et Chi- 
rurgiæ operam dederant Studioſi 12,800. 


Ab anno 1720 ad annum 1759, Profeſſore Alex- 
andro Monro, Patre, 4431. 


Ab anno 1759 ad annum 1790, Profeſſore Alex- 
apdro Monro, Filio, 8369. 


Primo 


/ 


, 


111 


Primo Decennio, ab anno 1720 ad annum 1730, 
adfuerunt Studioſi - - - 70 
Secundo Dec. ab anno 1730 ad annum 1740, 1090 
Tertio Dec. ab anno 1740 ad annum 1750, 1476 
Quarto Dec. ab anno 175 ad annum 1760, 1327 
uinto Dec. ab anno 1760 ad annum 1770, 1 942 
Sexto Dec. ab anno 1770 ad annum 1780, 2870 


Septimo Dec. ab anno 1780 ad annum 1790, 3425 


12, 800 


Hzxc, propria manu, ſcripſit Alexander Monro, 
Anatomiæ et Chirurgie Profeſſor, Die M. 
Martii 3 Imo, Anno P. C. N. 1790, Edinburgi. 


In the plan of the new Anatomical Theatre, 
every attention has been beſtowed to afford 
the utmoſt poſſible accommodation for teach- 
ing this fundamental branch of the healing 
art. And although the Anatomical Theatre 
in which Dr. Monro at preſent teaches, be 
more commodious than almoſt any other part 
of the old College, in conſequence of its being 
an additional detached building, erected only 
twenty-ſix years ago, yet his ſtudents will 
hereafter poſſeſs many advantages which they 
have never hitherto enjoyed ; for Dr Monro 
will now be furniſhed, not only with a com- 
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modious claſs-room, but alſo with excellent 
preparation-rooms, diſſecting- rooms, and many 
other conveniences. Such is the progreſs al- 
ready made in this part of the new College, 
that the Theatre itſelf, and all the adjoining 
buildings connected with it, will certainly be 
ready for the reception of the {tudents by the 
commencement of the next Winter Seſſion, in 
October 1791. 

Conſiderable progreſs is alſo made in the 
building of ſome of the other medical claſs- 


rooms; all of which, according to the plan 


of the new College, are ſituated on the north 
ſide of the intended ſquare. And, if the 
Truſtees be not diſappointed of that aid from 
the public, which they with ſome degree of 
confidence expect will be afforded to an object 
of ſuch great national utility, the whole of the 
teaching-rooms intended for the Profeſſors of 
Medicine, and Medical Philoſophy, will be 
completely finiſhed by the commencement of 
the Seſſion beginning in October 1792. 

As, however, the funds of the Univerſity of 
Edinburgh are totally inadequate to the ac- 
compliſhment of this undertaking, a voluntary 
ſubſcription has been ſer on foot, with the 
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view of aiding it. And it is no inconſiderable 
proof of the encouragement which Science 
meets with in the preſent age, that the ſum 
already ſubſcribed amounts to 18,0191. 38. 7 d. 
Sterling, and 3221. 10 8. Jamaica currency. 
Among the liſt of ſubſcribers are to be found, not 
only the names of inhabitants of Edinburgh, 
and of pupils of the Univerſity, but alſo thoſe 
of many reſpectable characters at a diſtance. 
Medical men of the firſt eminence, have, 
in particular, been forward in promoting this 
undertaking. Among others, we may men- 
tion the diſtinguiſhed names of Sir George 
Baker, Dr Warren, and Mr John Hunter of 
London, whoſe example, in different reſpects, 
is well worthy the imitation of medical practi- 
tioners in general. The early countenance 
and encouragement given to this under- 
taking by Drs Wall and Thomſon, Medical 
Profeſſors in the Univerſity of Oxford, is a 
proof, that, among liberal and enlightened 
minds, no other rivalſhip exiſts in Science 
than what tends to its advancement. We are 
alſo informed, on reſpectable authority, that 
among others whoſe good offices have been 
exerted in ſapport of this undertaking, that 
eminent 
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eminent philoſopher Dr Watſon, the preſent | 
Biſhop of Llandaff, deſerves to be particularly | 
mentioned. 6 
We bave no doubt, that in due time theſe | 
illuſtrious examples will be followed by all 
| who are really intereſted in the advancement 
of Science. And we cannot more ſtrongly 
recommend this undertaking to our medical 
readers, than in the words of a worthy and 
learned phyſician, who, in a letter to a cor- 
reſpondent on this ſubject, expreſſes himſelf 
in the following terms. 
% have with great pleaſure paid into the 
„ hands of Meſſrs Drummond, my ſubſcrip- 
e tion for rebuilding the College of Edin- 
« burgh. I have not the honour to call 
Edinburgh my Alma Mater; but I ac- 
* knowledge obligations to her, in common 
* with the whole profeſſion of phyſic. And 
&« I truſt, there will not be found a practi- | 
« tioner of any deſcription, who will think 
* himſelf fo unconnected with the firſt medi- 
cal ſchool in Europe, as to withhold his 
1 * afliſtance on the preſent occaſion.” 
| It cannot, however, be alleged, that this 
| ſcheme has met with a warm and cordial re- | 
ception | 
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ception from every body. Nor can the cool- 
neſs of ſome people at a diſtance ſeem won- 
derful, when it is conſidered, that not a few 
opulent inhabitants of Edinburgh, have not 
yet given any aid to this undertaking ; and 
plauſible reaſons have not been wanting for 
their delay. By ſome it has been alleged, 
that the former buildings, though many parts 
of them were confeſſedly in ruins, and patched 
up from year to year at a very conſiderable 
expence, may yet have done well enough for 
ſome time to come ; that even ſuppoſing a new 
College to have been abſolutely neceſſary, yet 
that the plan now adopted is by much too ex- 
penſive; that this plan cannot be executed 
for leſs than one hundred thouſand pounds, 
and that of courſe it will never be completed ; 
that a great deal of unneceſſary expence is in- 
tended to be beſtowed in erecting ſplendid 
houſes for all the Profeſſors, and lodgings for 
ſtudents ; and that it is folly to think of now 
erecting any building for the purpoſes of 
Science, which can compare with thoſe reared 
in times of monkiſh ignorance and arbitrary 
power, when the craft of prieſts, or the will 


of 
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of a monarch, could command almoſt any ſum 
which the ſubjects poſſeſſed. 

We need hardly obſerve, that it muſt ap- 
pear to every candid reader, that ſome of 
theſe objections are by no means ſolid. But it 
may not be improper to add, that others, which 
may ſeem at firſt ſight to be of ſome weight, 
are by no means founded in truth, 

In place of 100,000 l., the truſtees are aſ- 
ſured that the whole will be executed for leſs 
than 60,0001, It is no part of the plan, to 
build rooms for lodging ſtudents ; and thoſe 
Profeſſors who formerly reſided in the town, 
muſt ſtill find lodgings there for themſelves. 
It is indeed intended, that the Principal of 
the Univerſity, and thoſe few Profeſſors who 
had formerly houſes in the College, moſt of 
whom teach three or four hours every day, 
and cannot therefore reſide at a diſtance, ſhalt 
have houſes in the new College, as they had 
in the old one. But although theſe houſes, 
viewed altogether, and in conjunction with the 
public buildings to which they are attached, 
form an elegant external appearance, yet in 
reality, each taken by itſelf, is but a ſmall 


houſe ; and it is by no means intended, that 
| they 


— 


11 


chey ſhall be finiſhed in an expenſive man- 
ner. 

When it is conſidered, that nearly one third 
of the ſum neceſſary for finiſhing the whole of 
the building has been ſubſcribed in the ſpace 
of one year, there is certainly reaſon to hope, 
that in no long time, the remainder may be 
obtained. Thoſe who are ambitious of the 


name, and entided to the character, of being 


Friends to Scicnce, and Citizens of the World, 
will not be backward in giving ſome aſſiſtance 
towards the accompliſhment of this under- 
taking, Even the medical pupils of the Uni- 
verſity alone, now in affluent and independent 
circumſtances in different parts of the Britiſh 
dominions, amount to ſome thouſands ; and as 
we are perſuaded, that no ſet of men retain a 
more grateful] remembrance of the benefits 
they have derived from their ſtudies at Edin- 
burgh, ſo we truſt that none will ſhow greater 
exertions in promoting a plan ſo conducive to 
the future fame of its Univerſity, and to the 
advancement of Medical Science. 

It is the boalt of the preſent age, that at no 
period in the hiſtory of mankind, has Science 
been more liberaliy cultivated than at preſent ; 
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and when we reflect, that arbitrary power, and 
monkiſh ignorance, have raiſed mau) fine fa- 
brics as nurſcries of Science, it will certainly 
be a diſgrace to this age, if poſtericy {hall be 
able to ſay, that the voluntary contributions of 
a free and enlightened people could not rear 
the walls of one College, which, though its 
buildings, which were always contemptible and 
inconvenient, have now fallen into a ſtate of 
abſolute ruin, has been long, and of late more 
than formerly, frequented by a numerous con- 
courſe of ſtudents, not only from every quar- 
ter of the Britiſh dominions, but alſo from 
many foreign countries. 

In a future volume of this Work, it is our 
intention to publiſh an Alphabetical Liſt of the 
Medical Subſcribers ; and we cruit, there will 
be but few of the reſpectable pupils of the 
Univerſity of Ed:nburgh now living, whoſe 
names will not appear as aiding her with their 
countenance and ſupport on the prefent oc- 
caſion. | 

This undertaking is conducted by a reſpect- 
able body of Truſtees, conſiſting principally of 
official people at the head of different incor- 
porated bodies about Edinburgh, particularly 
| thoſe 
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thoſe connected with Divinity, Law, or Phyſie. 
Subſcriptions are received, and receipts for 
the money ſubſcribed, are granted, by the dif- 
ferent public Banks at Edinburgh; and by 
Meſſrs Drummond and Company, Charing- 
croſs, Meſſrs T. Coutts and Company, in the 
Strand, and the Honourable Thomas Harley, 


Cameron and Son, in the city, London, 


* 


1 

and when we reflect, that arbitrary power, and 
monkiſh ignorance, have raiſed mau) tine fa- 
brics as uurſcries of Science, it will certainly 
be a diſgrace to this age, if poltericy all be 
able to ſay, that the voluntary contributions of 
a free and enlightened people could not rear 
the walls of one College, which, though its 
buildings, which were always contemptible and 
inconvenient, have now fallen into a {tate of 
abſolute ruin, has been long, and of late more 
than formerly, frequented by a numerous con- 
courſe of ſtudents, not only from every quar- 
ter of the Britiſh dominions, but alſo from 
many foreign countries. 

In a future volume of this Work, it is our 
intention to publiſh an Alphabetical Liſt of the 
Medical Subſcribers ; and we cruit, there will 
be but few of the reſpectable pupils of the 
Univerſity of Edinburgh now living, whoſe 
names will not appear as aiding her with their 
countenance and ſupport on the preſent oc- 


caſion. | 

This undertaking is conducted by a reſpect- 
able body of Truſtees, conſiſting principally of 
official people at the head of different incor- 
porated bodies about Edinburgh, particularly 
| thoſe 


— — 


* 1 


thoſe connected with Divinity, Law, or Phyſie. 
Subſcriptions are received, and receipts for 
the money ſubſcribed, are granted, by the dif- 
ferent public Banks at Edinburgh; and by 
Meſſrs Drummond and Company, Charing- 
croſs, Meſſrs T. Coutts and Company, in the 
Strand, and the Honourable Thomas Harley, 
Cameron and Son, in the city, London, 


* 


